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Ramparts v. MSU v. The CIA 

The statements from the various protagonists since last week's article ap
peared in Ramparts magazine on MSU's 1955-1962 Vietnam advisory project 
have been, to say the least, Interesting and varied. Moreover, they have 
stimulated, at long last, a discussion of the type of educational project rep
resented byMSU'slrole In Vietnam and of the various influences on the opera
tion and outcome of such projects. To aid this discussion, "The Paper" 
contributes the following series of excerpts.—The Editors, 

Accusations that the MSU project was a CIA front are "ridiculous/* (Artnur) 
Brandstatter (chairman, School of Police Administration and Public Safety) 
sand. "I don't think anyone can make this statement/ ' 

**I can honestly say that I donotknow that there were any CIA people work
ing there. Many people who were hired for their technical assistance were 
U.S. civil servants, including people from departments such as the Army, 
where their background may have included intelligence training." 

• • • 

Referring to implications in the article that MSU started its Vietnam 
project solely for the prestige involved, (Charles) Killingsworth (former 
chairman, Economics Department, now professor of labor and industrial 
relations) said: 

44l can say with my own personal knowledge that President Hannah was not 
eager to take on this responsibility, and did so only at the request of the U.S. 
government." 

Killingsworth said that he himself was not eager to take the trip to Vietnam. 
He added that Michigan State would not have become involved in the project 

had it not been for the friendship of (Wesley) Fishel (professor of political 
science) and (Ngo Dinh) Diem. S t a t e N e w s A p r i , 13/ 1 9 6 6 

Michigan State University in general and the Governmental Research 
Bureau of MSU in particular have long had a special interest in Vietnam. Part
ly this interest stems from the close association of Ngo Dinh Diem with the 
Governmental Research Bureau—he served as consultant to the Bureau since 
1953. Partly it stemmed from personal associations. And partly it stemmed 
from a realization that Vietnam was in the middle of a life and death struggle 
wifflifcg meitifWVhe ffee wtTfid, t?6rttmMIsm/ 

FIRST REPORT OF THE MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY VIETNAM TEAM 
IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION to the Government of Vietnam and United 
States Operations Mission, Saigon, August 19, 1955 

Other University officials, from President John A. Hannah down, said they 
would not dignify the charges (in Ramparts) with a formal reply and could not 
deal with the massive job of rebutting its points one by one. However, James 
Denison, the university spokesman, who played a small role in the Vietnam 
project, said, "Whatever Professor Smuckler says is our reply/* 

NEW YORK TIMES, April 14, 1966 

Smuckler also said Wednesday that the MSU project did pot provide a front 
for a unit of the Central Intelligence Agency. S T A T E NEW$# A p r | | R 1 9 6 6 

Professor Ralph Smuckler, acting dean in the Office of International Pro
grams at Michigan State, confirmed the role of the CIA in the Vietnam project, 
which he headed. He described the Ramparts article as false and distorted in 
many respects, but he acknowledged there had been a reluctant relationship 
with CIA agents. 

• • • 

"It may not have been right to get into i t ," he said in a telephone interview 
from the campus in East Lansing, Mich. "We were caught and felt we had to 
follow through/' The university tried to rid itself of the connection as early 
as 1956, he indicated, but it took until 1959 to terminate the arrangement. 

NEW YORK TIMES, April 14, 1966 

The head of the "Internal Security Section of the'VBI (Vietnamese Bureau 
of Investigation) under the Michigan State operation was Raymond Babineau 
who was in Saigon from the outset of the MSU project. The other men were 
hired later by the University and listed on its staff chart as "Police Admin
istration Specialists." All four—Douglas Beed, William Jones, Daniel Smith, 
and Arthur Stein—gave their previous employment as either "investigator" 
or "records specialist" in the Department of the Army. 

RAMPARTS, April, 1966 
AMERICAN STAFF On Dollar Payroll (by project, with job assignment and 
dates of employment) 

Police Administration: 
Babineau, Raymond P. 
Beed, Douglas K. 
Jones, William A.K. 
Smith, Daniel F. 
Stein, Arthur 

.However, Prof. Wesley Fishel, one ofthefirst American advisers to Presi
dent Diem and head of the Michigan State contingent in Saigon from 1956 to 
1958, said the men were known from the start "to be on leave" from the CIA. 

•"Oh, sure ," he replied, when asked if their backgrounds had been known 
when they were hired. "The Vietnamese Government also knew it. We never 
(hid) anything from President Diem." N E W YORK TIMES, April 15, 1966 

• 

"These men, later found to be CIA people, were employed by the University 
to help in police administration classes. But they didn't disclose when they 
were hired that they belonged to the CIA," said James H. Denison, assistant 
to the president. STATE NEWS, APRIL 15, 1966 

MSU CLAIMS CIA SPOILED MISSION . 
headline in LANSING STATE JOURNAL, April 14, 1965 

"It is definitely not in the interests of a university to have CIA people 
involved in its projects," Smuckler said Monday. "It is not right for a uni
versity to provide cover for intelligence work or to have people on its staff 
clearly involved in undercover work." STATE NEWS, April 19, 1966 

(Lyman) Kirkpatrick, (former director of the CIA) said the CIA signed a 
contract with the University to support a police training project in South Viet
nam. He said the University had full knowledge of the agency's role in the as
sistance project. 

The former director said he did not see where the intelligence operation 
was contrary to the interests of the academic institution. 

"I don't see anything sinister in theuseof the aid mission as a front," he 
said. " I don't see anything that is contrary to the academic interests of an 
American university." STATE NEWS, April 19, 1966 

The thing that really puzzles Fishel (about the Ramparts article) is the 
cover sketch of Mme. Nhu. "There was no love lost," he said, "between Mme. 
Nhu and MSU." TIME, April 22, 1966 

We (university faculty) lack historical perspective. We have been condi
tioned by our social science training not to ask the normative question; we 
possess neither the inclination nor the means with which to question and judge 
our foreign policy. We have only the capacity to be experts and technicians 
to serve that policy. This is the tragedy of the Michigan State professors: 
we were all automatic cold warriors. S t a n l e y sheinbaum in RAMPARTS 

In their attempts to gear the (Vietnamese) government to a solution of the 
serious social problems confronting it, the MSU project published many 
studies. They were couched in the jargon of public administration and were 
aimed at increasing the efficiency of Diem's operations. These documents 
never mentioned the facts of the dictatorship under which the Diem family 
consistently stood in the way of the reforms suggested. The MSU team con
structed a beautiful paper government that never was translated into reality. 

Robert Scheer in "HOW THE UNITED STATES GOT INVOLVED IN VIETNAM," 
published by the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions, 

copyright 1965 by the Fund for the Republic 

FINAL REPORT Covering Activities of the Michigan State 
University Advisory Group for the Period May 20, 1965 - June 30, 1962 

The University On The Run 

The Ad The State News Refused To Print 
See Page 4 



EDITORIAL 

$UCCE$$ STORY 
We wish "The Paper" were a typical American success story. We would 

like nothing better than to have gone from financial dependency to financial 
solvency in the space of twelve issues.. 

It would have been a realization of the American Dream, and an inspiration 
to millions, and all kinds of good things. 

However (as you may have guessed), the American Dream is fine as far 
as it goes, but "The Paper" is seriously in debt. 

This means: SERIOUSLY. 
Tuesday night we asked ASMSU for a loan of $300, and were turned down, 

for reasons the members of Student Board, now thousands in the red on their 
Popular Entertainment Series, know best. 

We have to get the money from SOMEWHERE. 
Our advertisers, for instance, might try to pay their bills just a wee bit 

more promptly. 
Our supporters, for instance, might try loaning or giving us whatever it 's 

worth to them to have "The Paper" alive instead of dead. 
Anybody else, for instance, who has any idea on the subject might try telling 

us what they are. 
We don't like to feel "kept." We don't like to be the Blanche duBois of col

lege newspapers, forever depending on the kindness of strangers. 
The American Dream may still come true for "The Paper." But right at 

the moment we need money. _ 
L i I I 

Police Reports 
The Peace-Keepers 

A student's refusal to dance with 
his shoes on was the occasion for the 
appearance of two campus police at 
the Case mixer last Saturday. A group 
of four couples had been doing a pop
ular dance known as the Alligator 
and had been asked to stop by Ed 
Bajinet, South Case grad advisor. 
Feeling that Bajinet was exceeding his 
authority, they again did the Alligator. 

At this point Bajinet asked the disc 
jockey to play three slow songs, which 
he did. One of the students, Richard 
Box, East Lansing freshman, had 
taken his shoes off while dancing 
the Alligator. (He later explained 
that they would not stay on his feet 
when he danced fast and that he 
habitually danced with them off.) Ba
jinet walked over to Box, who was 
then dancing slow and ordered him 
to put on his shoes. Box refused 
and Bajinet said he would call the 
police if Box still did not put on his 
shoes. 

When the police arrived they asked 
Box to step out into the hall and "talk 
this over quietly." Box left with the 
officers, trailed by friends. Outside 
the dance he expressed his willingness 
to talk to Bajinet there in public. 
Bajinet and the officers refused, in
sisting that the discussion take place 
in the apartment of Linda McCaus-
land, North Case grad advisor. 

At this point, Box noted that the 
dance would be over in 45 minutes 
and asked to be allowed to return. The 
officers denied him permission, and 
insisted that he talk to Bajinet, asking 
if he was trying to "back down on 
his word," presumably referring to 
his expressed willingness to dis
cuss the matter. 

Box and the three other male stu
dents involved were in the apartment 
with Bajinet for about half an hour. 
When they came out they said they 
had been asked to leave and would 
do so rather than create a distur
bance. One of the officers, asked if 
the group was accused of violating 
any university regulation, replied that 
they were guests of Case. Hall and 
that a chaperone (Bajinet) had decided 
that their dancing was objectionable. 
He said the police were not there in 
official capacity but "just as peace 
officers—to keep the peace." 

(Mr. Gary Frost, South Case head 
advisor, said Bajinet and other ad
visory staff members had received 
complaints of obscene dancing on the 
part of the group and took the action 
they did in order to prevent a pos
sible fight.) 

Box said he had violated no regula

tion and had the right to do non
conformist "or even stupid" dances 
if he wished. He said Bajinet had 
accused the group of "creating a dis
turbance" when other dancers gather
ed around to watch the Alligator. 

He said the same thing had happen
ed without incident or objection at 
Shaw Hall the previous night. The 
group said they would return to Case 
this week—doing the Alligator. 

STEVEN CROCKER 

The Protectors 
I looked out the window of the Hon

ors College Lounge and saw the two 
cranes which had been destroying 
Wells Hall standing motionless behind 
it. In front of Wells stood approxi
mately ten fellows throwing bricks at 
the building from distances ranging 
from about thirty feet down to two 
or three. It was a few minutes before 
4 p.m. 

It occured to me that the weakened 
front w»ll of the building might fall 
and crush any or all of them. I hur
ried down the front stairs of the Li
brary and walked outside for one more 
look at the brick-throwers. Then I 
walked back into the library and called 
the campus police. 

The officer who answered gave his 
name, but I don't remember it. I 
explained the situation, and he said 
they would send someone over to see 
to it. I rode the elevator back up to 
the Lounge, expecting to see a police 
car from the window when I got there. 

My expectations were disappointed. 
All I saw were the brick-throwers 
and the cranes, which were moving 
again. My watch read 4:08. Six min
utes later, I went downstairs again 
and called the police. I explained to 
the officer that it had been about 
ten minutes since my last call and 
that someone could have been killed 
during that time. He assured me that 
help was on the way. 

I walked outside and watched one of 
the cranes destroy the east front wall 
of the building while the other crane 
moved around behind the middle of the 
building. The guys throwing bricks 
were now at the west end. They were 
more cautious now and got no nearer 
the building than about six feet. Two 
of them had actually entered the front 
doors of Wells while I was watching 
from the Lounge the second time. 

At 4:21 a police car entered the 
parking lot of Olds Hall. The brick-
throwers ran. They were lucky. 

GARREL POTTINGER 

Spring Song 32 
Lovers twitching in the noonshine grass 
juice squirting, green 
her eyes and his 
deep blue 
beyond the water's rim 
they spread themselves like blankets 
on the fuzzy edge of Spring. 

While I without my rubbers 
and without my trousers rolled 
take off my favored homberg hat 
and brush away the cold. 

Young once in the day-long days 
•when suns set at command 
she and I lay twitching in the grass 
and tore it out like hair 
and pulped it with our toes 
and kicked up divots with a crack-shot air. 

We ruminants 
each other's cud 
while all the world crouched at a distance 
far beyond a schoolboy's care. 

And then Spring skipped a year, 
and then one more. 
The winter wind blew through me 
the spring wind passed me by 
and nothing caught my fancy 
and no one caught my eye. 

But yesterday I saw her 
with the wind beneath her skirt 
and nothing rang 
no violins, no concert drum— 
nothing but a schoolboy hum 
a rustling unlike the sea 
the tickle of the spring sweet grass 
against the bone beneath my knee. 

RICHARD A. OGAR 

THE PAPER 
"The Paper" is published weekly during school terms by students of Mich

igan State University. Its purpose is to provide a channel for expression and 
communication of those ideas, events and creative impulses which make of the 
university community a fertile ground for the growth of human learning. It is 
toward fulfillment of the highest ideals of learning and free inquiry that "The 
Paper" hopes to help the university strive, by reporting and commenting on the 
university experience and encouraging others to do so. 

"The Paper" is authorized to operate on the Michigan State University 
campus by the Board of Student Publications of Michigan State University. 
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"THE PAPER" 
1730 Haslett Road 
Hast Lansing, Michigan 48823 
(Office; 130 Linden Street, East Lansing) 
Tel.: 351-5679, 351-6516 
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' *. . .as I sit here on the wet ground, peering through the smoke 
of battle at the war-torn village of Phu Bhu, I ponder. . .M 


