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Ramparts v. MSU v. The CIA

TIhe Unzversity On The Run

The statements from the various protagonists since last week’s article ap-
peared in Ramparts magazine on MSU’s 1955-1962 Vietnam advisory project
have been, to say the least, interesting and varied., Moreover, they have
stimulated, at long last, a discussion of the type of educational project rep-
resented by MSU’s|role in Vietnam and of the various influences on the opera-
tion and outcome of such projects. To aid this discussion, *‘The Paper”’’
contributes the following series of excerpts.--The Editors.

Accusations that the MSU projectwasa CIA front are ““ridiculous,’’ (Arthur)
Brandstatter (chairman, School of Police Administration and Public Safety)
sand. “‘I don’t think anyone can make this statement.”’

‘I can honestly say that I do notknow that there were any CIA people work-
ing there, Many people who were hired for their technical assistance were
U.5. cilvil servants, including people from departments such as the Army,
where their background may have included intelligence training,’’

Referring to implications in the article that MSU started its Vietnam
project solely for the prestige involved, (Charles) Killingsworth (former

- -chairman, Economics Department, now professor of labor and industrial

relations) said:

‘I can say with my own personal knowledge that President Hannah was not
eager to take on this responsibility, and did so only at the request of the U.S,
government.,”’’

Killingsworth said that he himself was not eager to take the trip to Vietnam,

He added that Michigan State would not have become involved in the project
had it not been for the friendship of (Wesley) Fishel (professor of political

science) and (Ngo Dinh) Diem. State News, April 13, 1966

Michigan State University in general and the Governmental Research
Bureau of MSU inparticular havelonghada special interest in Vietnam. Part-
ly this interest stems from the close association of Ngo Dinh Diem with the
Governmental Research Bureau--he served as consultant to the Bureau since
1953. Partly it stemmed from personal associations. And partly it stemmed
from a realization that Vietnam was in the middle of a life and death struggle

Tt 0T the free wotrld, Coinmitaism.
FIRST REPORT OF THE MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY VIETNAM TEAM

IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION to the Government of Vietnam and United
States Operations Mission, Saigon, August 19, 1955

Other University officials, from President John A, Hannah down, said they
would not dignify the charges (in Ramparts) with a formal reply and could not
deal with the massive job of rebutting its points one by one, However, James
Denison, the university spokesman, who played a small role in the Vietnam
project, said, ‘“Whatever Professor Smuckler says is our reply,”’

NEW YORK TIMES, April 14, 1966

Smuckler also said Wednesday that the MSU project did not provide a front
for a unit of the Central Intelligence Agency. STATE NEWS, April 14, 1966

Professor Ralph Smuckler, acting dean in the Office of International Pro-
grams at Michigan State, confirmedthe roleof the CIA in the Vietnam project,
which he headed. He described the Ramparts article as false and distorted in
many respects, but he acknowledged there had been a reluctant relationship
with CIA agents.

““It may not have been right to get into it,”” he said in a telephone interview
from the campus in East Lansing, Mich, ““We were caught and felt we had to
follow through.”” The university tried to rid itself of the connection as early
as 1956, he indicated, but it took until 1959 to terminate the arrangement,

NEW YORK TIMES, April 14, 1966

The head of the ‘‘Internal Security Section of the!VBI' (Vietnamese Bureau
of Investigation) under the Michigan State operation was Raymond Babineau
who was in Saigon from the outset of the MSU project. The other men were
hired later by the University and listed on its staff chart as ‘‘Police Admin~
istration Specialists.”” All four--Douglas Beed, William Jones, Daniel Smith,
and Arthur Stein--gave their previous employment as either ‘‘investigator’’
or ‘“‘records specialist’ in the Department of the Army.

RAMPARTS, April, 1966
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'However, Prof. Wesley Fishel, one of thefirst American advisers to Presi-
dent Diem and head of the Michigan State contingent in Saigon from 1956 to
1958, said the men were known from thestart ‘“to be on leave’ from the CIA.

#‘Oh, sure,”” he replied, when asked if their backgrounds had been known
when they were hired, ““The Vietnamese Government also knew it. We never

(hid) anything from President Diem,”’ NEW YORK TIMES, April 15, 1966

‘“These men, later found to be CIA people, were employed by the University
to help in police administration classes. But they didn’t disclose when they
were hired that they belonged to the CIA,”” said James H, Denison, assistant

to the president. STATE NEWS, APRIL 15, 1966

MSU CLAIMS CIA SPOILED MISSION
headline in LANSING STATE JOURNAL, April 14, 1965

““1t is definitely not in the interests of a university to have CIA people
involved in its projects,”” Smuckler said Monday. ‘It is not right for a uni-
versity to provide cover for intelligence work or to have people on its staff

clearly involved in undercover work.,”’ STATE NEWS, April 19, 1966

(Lyman) Kirkpatrick, (former director of the CIA) said the CIA signed a
contract with the University to support a policetraining project in South Viet-
nam. He said the University had full knowledge of the agency’s role in the as~
sistance project.

The former director said he did not see where the intelligence operation

was contrary to the interests of the academic institution.
¢ don’t see anything sinister in theuseof the aid mission as a front,”’ he

said. *‘I don’t see anything that is contrary to the academic interests of an
American university.” STATE NEWS, April 19, 1966

The thing that really puzzles Fishel (about the Ramparts article) is the
cover sketch of Mme, Nhu, *““Therewas no love lost,”” he said, “‘between Mme,

Nhu and MSU,” TIME, April 22, 1966

We (university faculty) lack historical perspective. We have been condi-
tioned by our social science training not to ask the normative question; we
possess neither the inclination nor the means with which to question and judge
our foreign policy. We have only the capacity to be experts and technicians
to serve that policy. This is the tragedy of the Michigan State professors:

we were all automatic cold warriors. Stanley Sheinbaum in RAMPARTS

In their attempts to gear the (Vietnamese) government to a solution of the
serious social problems confronting it, the MSU project published many
studies, They were couched in the jargon of public administration and were
aimed at increasing the efficiency of Diem’s operations. These documents
never mentioned the facts of the dictatorship under which the Diem family
consistently stood in the way of the reforms suggested, The MSU team con-
structed a beautiful paper government that never was translated into reality.

Robert Scheer in ‘“‘HOW THE UNITED STATES GOT INVOLVED IN VIETNAM,"
published by the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions,

copyright 1965 by the Fund for the Republic
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