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By MICHAEL KINDMAN

In England, as every college fresh-
man knows, there is no written con-
sritution, but rather a complex set of
precedents and historical documents
which together represent the sum of
English ‘‘common law,”” The United
States, on the other hand, has a writ-
ten constitution dripping with venera-
bility, made up in the early days of
independence in an attempt to codify
the legal basis of life in the chosen
land and steadily improved upon ever
since,

The Faculty Committee on Student
Affairs of Michigan State University,
never a group to pass up a good
thing, has over the past year or so
attempted to combine the two sys-
tems--by including both down-home
folk wisdom and complex legalisms
in its lengthy proposal of revised
student regulations for the univer-
sity, which it painfully produced af-
ter studying the existing rules for
several terms, The document the
committee has produced--which is
now a mere two steps from becom-
ing university law--has a nearly un-
matchable style and elan. Note the
clever blending and counterpoint of
traditions:

‘“Each right of an individual places
a reciprocal duty upon others: the
duty to permit the individual to ex-
ercise the right. , .”’

‘“Cases involving alleged viola-
tions of regulations under the juris-
diction of a living unit judiciary shall
be referred to that judiciary by the
administrative officer of the unit, A
living unit judiciary may waive jur-
isdiction over any case and refer it
to the ﬁ}ll-University Student Judici-
ary. ..’

““The freedom and effectiveness of
the educational process depend upon
the provision of appropriate condi-
tions and opportunities for learning.
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The responsibility to secure, re-
spect and protect such opportunities
and conditions is shared by all mem-
bers of the academic community. .."”
““, . If the Student Board of ASMSU
and the Faculty Committee of Student
Affairs disagree over the regulations,
the Vice President for Student Af-
fairs shall refer them to an ad hoc
Conference Committee consisting of
two students, appointed by the Chair-
man of the Student Board of ASMSU,
and two members of the Faculty Com-
mittee on Student Affairs, appointed
by the Chairman of that committee,
The Conference Committee shall
study the points of disagreement and
forward its recommendations to the
Student Board of ASMSU and to the
Faculty Committee on Student Af-
fairs, If both bodies accept the recom-
mendations, the Vice President for
Student Affairs shall make public his
decision regarding the regulations
‘“‘. . .The basic purposes of the
University are the enlargement, dis-
semination and application of know-
ledge. The most basic necessity for
the achievement of these purposes is
freedom of expression and communi-
cation, Without this freedom, effective
sifting and testing of ideas ceases
and research, testing, and learning
are stifled. Knowledge is as broad
and diverse as life itself, and the
need, for freedom is equally broad
Get the idea(s)? Somewhere in the
report, there is a little homespun
platitude to expldin or to rational-
ize practically everything the uni-
versity does; there is also enough
bureaucratic circumlocution to choke
any respectable cow,
There are some very good things in
the report, I had better say for the
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